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Accreditation is the means by which IOSH 
monitors the content and standard of 
occupational safety and health qualifications 
and maintains the initial standards required 
for IOSH Associate and Technical membership. 
It is conducted on a rolling-review basis, 
and is co-ordinated by the IOSH Standards 
team within the Membership division and 
in consultation with the Executive Director – 
Membership.
 
Model of accreditation – To develop a partnership that allows 
an open, professional, flexible and transparent working 
relationship.

Benefits of accreditation 
- Recognises and acknowledges universities’/HEIs’/FHEIs’/

ABs’ qualifications as a route to membership of a globally 
recognised professional body

- Gives potential students a guarantee that their course 
satisfies the academic requirements for Graduate 
membership of IOSH

- Promotes a recognised route for students to reach their 
highest aspirations as a professional in their field

- Allows transparency and mobility of recognised OSH 
qualifications

- Provides universities/HEIs/FHEIs/ABs and their students 
with the opportunity to influence safety and health in the 
world of work, both now and in the future 

- Strengthens the marketability of OSH programmes in a 
competitive marketplace

- Provides professional standards that are defined by OSH 
professionals, educators, students and employers

- Supports the standing of OSH qualifications offered by 
universities/HEIs/FHEIs/ABs worldwide

This document sets out the process and 
method used by IOSH to accredit qualifications 
submitted for acceptance as meeting the 
academic requirements for Associate and 
Technical membership.

In order to achieve accreditation, a qualification must meet 
the IOSH standards, as set out in section 2 of Document 1: 
Standards.

This document applies to applications for accreditation of 
qualifications from universities/HEIs/FHEIs/ABs in the UK, 
Ireland or overseas. 

2.1 Pre-application
Universities/HEIs/FHEIs/ABs considering applying for IOSH 
accreditation can inform IOSH of their intentions before 
formal application. At this point, universities/HEIs/FHEIs/
ABs can also ask for guidance and input by IOSH; this can 
be in the form of meeting or a desktop review of outline 
documentation. Input by IOSH at the early stages of the 
development of a course is likely to contribute to a higher 
quality course and is more likely to result in the course being 
accredited. Our focus is on working collaboratively with 
universities/HEIs/FHEIs/ABs to develop a professional, flexible, 
transparent and positive relationship.

2.2 Application
1 The university/HEI/FHEI/AB sends its application 

documents (see section 5) to IOSH for an initial 
assessment. The documents should be sent in 
electronic form for the attention of the Standards team 
(see Appendix 3 for contact details). 

2 Once we’ve received your documentation, we will log 
and acknowledge receipt of the application within 
five working days. We will also inform you of the date 
you can expect the initial assessment to have been 
completed. 

3 IOSH will carry out an initial assessment of your 
application; this will usually take between four to eight 
weeks. If for any reason the assessment is likely to take 
longer than eight weeks, we will inform the university/
HEI/FHEI/AB of the reasons why. 

4 Initial assessment is carried out by members of 
the Standards team who are academically and 
professionally qualified to undertake the initial 
assessment.  

1 Accreditation and why we accredit

2 Application process 
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5 As part of the accreditation process, IOSH will visit 
the university/HEI/FHEI/AB. This could take place early 
on in the process to cover any issues arising from 
the application, or at a later date. A visit gives us the 
opportunity to meet with the course team, speak to 
students (if the course is already running) and to review 
resources available to students on the course.

6 The outcomes of the initial assessment will be that the 
course:
a) meets all the accreditation requirements
or
b)  does not yet meet all the accreditation requirements 

and more information is required.

Course appears to meet all the accreditation 
requirements
7 If the course appears to meet all the accreditation 

requirements, the university/HEI/FHEI/AB will be 
informed that a report with a recommendation for 
accreditation will be submitted for approval to the 
Executive Director – Membership and accreditation 
panel. 

8 The recommendation for accreditation report is sent to 
the Executive Director – Membership within two weeks 
of the university/HEI/FHEI/AB being informed of the 
decision. 

9 The Executive Director – Membership and accreditation 
panel will consider the report. The university/HEI/FHEI/
AB will be informed of the final decision within three 
weeks of the report being sent to the Executive Director 
– Membership.

10 If the decision is to approve the accreditation, the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB will be sent a certificate and 
letter of confirmation. This will include the expected 
re-accreditation date. The university’s/HEI’s/FHEI’s/AB’s 
contact and course details will be added to IOSH’s 
online list of accredited courses.

11 If the decision is to not approve the accreditation, a 
report will be sent to the university/HEI/FHEI/AB setting 
out the reasons for the decision. The university/HEI/
FHEI/AB has the right to appeal against the decision in 
accordance with paragraphs 17 to 21 below.

Course does not yet appear to meet all the 
accreditation requirements and more information is 
required
12 If more information is required, IOSH will provide 

a report outlining the further requirements. The 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB is asked to provide this 
information within eight weeks of receiving the report. 

13 IOSH receives the further information requested from 
the university/HEI/FHEI/AB; receipt will be acknowledged 
within five working days.

14 A second assessment is undertaken by IOSH and this 
will usually be completed within four to eight weeks. 

15 The outcome of this stage will be that either:
a) the application still does not meet IOSH requirements 
or 
b)  the application is successful and will proceed in 

accordance with paragraphs 7 to 11 above.

16 Where the application still does not meet IOSH 
requirements, a report will be sent to the university/HEI/
FHEI/AB setting out the reasons for the decision. The 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB has the right to appeal against 
the decision. 

Appeals
17 An appeal must be submitted within three weeks of the 

decision on the second assessment. The appeal should 
be in writing, stating the reasons for the appeal. 

18 If appeal is received from the university/HEI/FHEI/AB, the 
IOSH Standards team will acknowledge receipt of the 
appeal within five working days.

19 The appeal will be sent to external reviewers. The 
external reviewers will be independent of IOSH and the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB concerned. To avoid any conflicts 
of interest, the university/HEI/FHEI/AB will be informed of 
the name(s) of the external reviewers. This process should 
be completed within six weeks of receipt of the appeal. 

20 If the decision under paragraph 19 is in favour of the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB, the application will proceed in 
accordance with paragraphs 7 to 11 above. 

21 If the decision under paragraph 19 is not in favour of 
the university/HEI/FHEI/AB, a report will be sent to the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB outlining the reasons for the 
decision. The university/HEI/FHEI/AB will then have a 
period of five weeks to address the outcomes of the 
report before applying again to IOSH for accreditation. 

A diagram summarising the application process is set out in 
Appendix 1.



06

2.3 Forms of accreditation  
The following outcomes may result from a successful 
accreditation process:

a) Full accreditation is given for a specified period, normally 
five years. The period of accreditation may vary to reflect 
that given by the university/HEI/FHEI/AB between review 
periods; for courses that are already running, IOSH will try 
to synchronise the accreditation period.

b) Accreditation is given but is subject to certain conditions. 
These conditions will be mandatory, and if they are not 
fulfilled in the specified timescale, normally three years, 
accreditation may be withdrawn. 

c) Accreditation is given with recommendations. These 
recommendations are not mandatory but will be given 
focused attention at a future review after a specified 
period, normally three years.

All forms of accreditation are subject to IOSH’s conditions 
of accreditation, as set out in Document 3: Conditions of 
accreditation.

Presently, there are no fees for accreditation.

A Completed application form (Appendix 2)
B Evidence of formal recognition by a recognised regulating 

body
C Details of university/HEI/FHEI/AB resources, eg library 

facilities, e-library, virtual learning support
D Details of student support, advice and information
E Qualification details:

- Title and level of the qualification and evidence of its 
recognition on a national qualification framework or 
within a national educational system

- Entry requirements, including any Accredited Prior 
Certificated Learning (APCL) or Accredited Prior 
Experiential Learning (APEL), and how these processes 
have been applied

- Course duration and date/proposed date of 
commencement

- Course rationale, aims and objectives
- Full programme specification and module descriptors 

to include credit rating and specific level of each 
module

- Course structure

- Syllabus to include core and any optional modules 
- Modes of delivery
- Selection and admission criteria, to include non-

standard entry
- Assessment criteria to include methods of assessment 

that relate to the individual course modules
- Resources to include: specific course requirements, 

any library and virtual learning support, student 
support, tutor support and development, evidence of 
equality and diversity

- Course tutors’ CVs to include relevant qualifications, 
current and recent positions held and relevant 
publications. Tutors should be cross-referenced to the 
modules they deliver. Where the course is delivered 
by external providers, the awarding body must include 
evidence of quality control procedures to ensure:
  the suitability and qualifications of tutors
  that there are appropriate procedures and 

resources in place to deliver the course
  students are well supported

- For courses that are already available and have 
students either enrolled or who have graduated, 
please provide the number of students who have 
graduated

- Student handbook

3 Fees

4 Documentation required for accreditation
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- Evidence of the university’s/HEI’s/FHEI’s/AB’s quality 
control procedures. In most cases, the course 
documents required by the quality control processes 
of the university/HEI/FHEI/AB will also cover IOSH’s 
requirements

- Reading lists
- Completed matrix (Document 1, Appendix 2)

F Franchise/Partner agreements (if applicable)



08

Appendix 1 – Process C diagram

1. University/HEI/FHEI/AB sends 
application documents to IOSH

Application documents that must be included 
with the application for accreditation are set 

out in Document 2, Section 5E

3. IOSH makes an initial assessment
(four to eight weeks)

2. IOSH logs and acknowledges receipt 
via email (fi ve days)

4. Standards team carries out
initial assessment

Universities, higher education institutions, further and higher education institutions and awarding bodies – 
Application process C

5. As part of the accreditation process, 
IOSH will visit the university/HEI/FHEI/AB 

6. Outcome of the initial assessment Meets requirements

7. University/HEI/FHEI/AB is informed 
that a report for recommendation for 

accreditation will be submitted for 
approval to the Executive Director – 

Membership and the accreditation panel 

8. Recommendation for accreditation 
report sent to Executive Director – 

Membership within two weeks of the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB being informed

9. Executive Director – Membership and 
accreditation panel will consider the report. 
University/HEI/FHEI/AB to be informed of 

the decision within three weeks

ApprovedDoes not meet requirements

10. University/HEI/FHEI/AB is 
presented with certifi cate and letter 

of confi rmation, which will include re-
accreditation date. University/HEI/FHEI/
AB will be added to IOSH’s online list of 

accredited courses

16. Report is sent to university/HEI/FHEI/AB 
setting out reasons for decision. University/

HEI/FHEI/AB has the right to appeal

18. IOSH will acknowledge receipt of 
the appeal within fi ve working days

20. Decision is in favour of the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB – go to step 7

17. An appeal should be in writing and 
must be submitted within three weeks of 

the decision of the second assessment

19. Appeals will be sent to external 
reviewers independent of IOSH and the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB. University/HEI/

FHEI/AB will be informed of the names 
of the external reviewers. This process 
should be completed within six weeks

Not approvedMeets requirements

11. University/HEI/FHEI/AB is sent a report 
outlining the reasons for the decision. 
University/HEI/FHEI/AB has the right to 
appeal in accordance with paragraphs 
17 to 21 of Document 2: Application 

process

Does not meet requirements

12. University/HEI/FHEI/AB is sent a report 
outlining further requirements. This 

information should be provided within 
eight weeks of receiving the report

13. IOSH receives further information from 
the university/HEI/FHEI/AB and acknowledges 

receipt within fi ve working days

14. A second assessment is undertaken 
by IOSH (four to eight weeks)

15. Outcome of second assessment
Meets requirements – go to step 7

Key: Red boxes denote time requirements

21. Decision is not in favour of the 
university/HEI/FHEI/AB. A report will be 
sent to the university/HEI/FHEI/AB. The 

university/HEI/FHEI/AB has fi ve weeks to 
address the outcomes before applying 

again for accreditation
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Appendix 2 – Application form

An electronic version of this form is available – see contact details in Appendix 3

Course leader’s title and name:

Full title of the course to be accredited:

Is the course: Full time? Part time?

Name and address of the university/HEI/FHEI/AB:

Correspondence address, if different:

Course leader’s phone: Course leader’s email:

Name of school or department that will run the proposed course:

Brief summary of the administrative structure of the university/HEI/FHEI/AB:

Brief outline of any in-built quality assurance systems:

Names of any other relevant courses being run or proposed at the university/HEI/FHEI/AB, including courses already 
accredited by IOSH:

Names, qualifications and posts held by staff available to teach on the course (not applicable in the case of courses that 
are delivered by an awarding body):

Does the university/HEI/FHEI have a staff development programme? Yes No

If yes, how would this affect the proposed course?

Is the course already established? Yes No

If not, why does the university/HEI/FHEI/AB want to establish the proposed course? For example, is it as a result of market 
research or for academic or professional reasons?

Please give outline syllabuses of the modules proposed for the course (attach a separate sheet if necessary)

What resources are available for students outside formal lectures, eg libraries, information resources, academic support?

How many students are expected in each intake?

Does the course incorporate a year in industry (if full time)? Yes No

What are the pre-learning requisites for the course?

What is the duration of the course (in hours, if possible)?

Please tick the box to confirm that you agree to comply with the application process as set out in this document.  

Universities, higher education institutions, further and higher education institutions and awarding 
bodies – Accreditation application form
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Appendix 3 – Useful contacts

IOSH Education and Standards Adviser/Officer
The Grange
Highfield Drive
Wigston
Leicestershire
LE18 1NN
t +44 (0)116 257 3100
f +44 (0)116 257 3101
denise.johnson@iosh.co.uk or mamta.patel@iosh.co.uk
www.iosh.co.uk

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA)
Southgate House
Southgate Street
Gloucester
GL1 1UB
t +44 (0)1452 557000
f +44 (0)1452 557070
comms@qaa.ac.uk
www.qaa.ac.uk

Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI)
26/27 Denzille Lane
Dublin D
D02 P266
Ireland
t +353 1 9058100

UK Naric Ecctis Ltd – National Academic Recognition 
Information Centre (NARIC)
Oriel House
Oriel Road
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL50 1XP
t +44 (0)1242 260010
f +44 (0)1242 258611
naric@ecctis.co.uk
www.naric.org.uk
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IOSH is the Chartered body for health and safety 
professionals. With more than 46,000 members 
in over 120 countries, we’re the world’s largest 
professional health and safety organisation.

We set standards, and support, develop and 
connect our members with resources, guidance, 
events and training. We’re the voice of the 
profession, and campaign on issues that affect 
millions of working people. 

IOSH was founded in 1945 and is a registered 
charity with international NGO status.

IOSH
The Grange
Highfi eld Drive
Wigston
Leicestershire
LE18 1NN
UK

t +44 (0)116 257 3100
www.iosh.co.uk

 twitter.com/IOSH_tweets
 facebook.com/IOSHoffi cial
 tinyurl.com/IOSH-linkedin
 youtube.com/IOSHchannel

Institution of Occupational Safety and Health
Founded 1945
Incorporated by Royal Charter 2003
Registered charity in England and Wales No. 1096790
Registered charity in Scotland No. SC043254


